WELCOMING THE STRANGER: AFFIRMATIONS FOR FAITH LEADERS
A core value of my faith is to welcome the stranger, the refugee, the internally displaced, the other. I
shall treat him or her as I would like to be treated. I will challenge others, even leaders in my faith
community, to do the same.
Together with faith leaders, faith‐based organizations and communities of conscience around the world, I affirm:
I will welcome the stranger.
My faith teaches that compassion, mercy, love and hospitality are for everyone: the native born and the foreign born,
the member of my community and the newcomer.
I will remember and remind members of my community that we are all considered “strangers” somewhere, that we
should treat the stranger to our community as we would like to be treated, and challenge intolerance.
I will remember and remind others in my community that no one leaves his or her homeland without a reason: some
flee because of persecution, violence or exploitation; others due to natural disaster; yet others out of love to provide
better lives for their families.
I recognize that all persons are entitled to dignity and respect as human beings. All those in my country, including the
stranger, are subject to its laws, and none should be subject to hostility or discrimination.
I acknowledge that welcoming the stranger sometimes takes courage, but the joys and the hopes of doing so outweigh
the risks and the challenges. I will support others who exercise courage in welcoming the stranger.
I will offer the stranger hospitality, for this brings blessings upon the community, upon my family, upon the stranger and
upon me.
I will respect and honor the reality that the stranger may be of a different faith or hold beliefs different from mine or
other members of my community.
I will respect the right of the stranger to practice his or her own faith freely. I will seek to create space where he or she
can freely worship.
I will speak of my own faith without demeaning or ridiculing the faith of others.
I will build bridges between the stranger and myself. Through my example, I will encourage others to do the same.
I will make an effort not only to welcome the stranger, but also to listen to him or her deeply, and to promote
understanding and welcome in my community.
I will speak out for social justice for the stranger, just as I do for other members of my community.
Where I see hostility towards the stranger in my community, whether through words or deeds, I will not ignore it, but
will instead endeavor to establish a dialogue and facilitate peace.
I will not keep silent when I see others, even leaders in my faith community, speaking ill of strangers, judging them
without coming to know them, or when I see them being excluded, wronged or oppressed.
I will encourage my faith community to work with other faith communities and faith‐based organizations to find better
ways to assist the stranger.
I will welcome the stranger.
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